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Genetic resources, the raw materials for plant breeding, are vital for cocoa sustainability. Viable cocoa seeds cannot be frozen so cocoa germplasm is conserved as living trees. The International Cocoa Genebank, Trinidad (ICG,T) is the largest and most diverse collection of internationally available cocoa germplasm and is managed by the Cocoa Research Unit. A project entitled Safeguarding the International Cocoa Genebank, Trinidad: a global resource for the cocoa industry was approved by the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (LNV) in May 2005. The project is being jointly funded by the Support Scheme for Sustainable Development of the Cocoa and Chocolate Sector and the Cocoa Research Association, UK. The main aim was to upgrade the irrigation facilities in the University Cocoa Research Station (UCRS) where the ICG, T is located, improve security of the site and re-propagate material at risk of genetic erosion. Two large reservoirs with an irrigation network were designed to minimise the risks of drought and fire. The project objectives also include the establishment of a propagation facility.
New propagation facilities have been constructed to multiply clones as rooted cuttings and reduce the risk of genetic erosion in the ICG, T. Over 40,000 cuttings from 538 clones were attempted and over 200 clones have been planted in the genebank. The success rate varied greatly (from 0 to 100%), depending on the genotype. Historic clones, including Pound’s Witches’ Broom selections, have also been secured as grafted plants. Over 200 clones have been replicated and planted in the field. The irrigation system is now operational with both reservoirs completed, and a network of pipes, valves and hydrants installed throughout the cocoa fields.  To improve security, the perimeter of the ICG,T is being fenced as well as the two irrigation reservoirs.  
